GEORGE   FOX
1624-1691
WHY INCLUDE a Jailbird and a pacifist among men of
power? Because George Fox, jailbird and pacifist, is
an example of what one man, in spite of jails3 can do
to oppose what he thinks wrong and to bring peace to
suffering humanity. "I was never in prison/' he once
said, "but it was the means of bringing multitudes out
of their prisons." A man who could be brought out
of a stinking prison into the presence of Cromwell,
virtual dictator of England, refuse to doff his hats
preach the ways of peace to that militant ruler, advise
him to decline a crown, and yet win Cromwell's respect
and affection must have had power somewhere inside
of him. We may not agree with his opinions; we may
not like his methods; we may be repelled by his self-
righteousness ; but we cannot deny that he made a deep
dent in the history of the world.
He was a prophet of spiritual religion. In his own
life he demonstrated that religion in action. He be-
longs in the succession of such original religious seers
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